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 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: 

THE SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY 
MAY 16, 2021 - 11:00 AM 

CENTRAL CAMPUS 
 

THE REV’D BERTIE PEARSON, RECTOR 

THE REV’D MARY ANN HUSTON, ASSOCIATE RECTOR 

THE VERY REV’D KEVIN E. MARTIN, ASSOCIATE 

THE REV’D ANNE MATTHEWS, ASSOCIATE 

THE REV’D TOM BUECHELE, ASSOCIATE 

THE REV’D SUE ROSS, DEACON 

DR. DAVID POLLEY, MUSIC DIRECTOR & ORGANIST 

 
PRELUDE                    Dr. David Polley  

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN            Come Away to the Skies                   Hymnal 213 
 

1  Come away to the skies, my beloved, arise 

    and rejoice in the day thou wast born; 

    on this festival day, come exulting away, 

    and with singing to Zion return. 
 

2  Now with singing and praise, let us spend all 

    the days by our heavenly Father bestowed, 

    while his grace we receive from his bounty,  

    and live to the honor and glory of God. 
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3  For the glory we were first created  

    to share, both the nature and kingdom divine! 

    Now created again that our lives may remain 

    throughout time and eternity thine. 
 

4  We with thanks do approve the design of  

    that love which hath joined us to Jesus’ Name; 

    so united in heart, let us nevermore part, 

    till we meet at the feast of the Lamb. 
 

5  Hallelujah! we sing to our Father and King, 

    and his rapturous praises, repeat: 

    to the Lamb that was slain, hallelujah again, 

    sing all heaven, and fall at his feet. 

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

  
COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS         Hymnal S-280 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  

         and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,    

       almighty God and Father, 

        we worship you, we give you thanks,  

         we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

         Lord God, Lamb of God, 

         you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

         you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

         you alone are the Lord,  

    you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

    with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Let us pray.   
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O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to 

your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen 

us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen. 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

THE FIRST READING          Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 

hundred twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 

Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 

Jesus—for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry. So one of the 

men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 

beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these 

must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So they proposed two, Joseph called 

Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you 

know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this 

ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place." And they cast 

lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 
           

The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God.  

 
PSALM 1  
 

1  Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 

 nor lingered in the way of sinners,  

 nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

2  Their delight is in the law of the Lord, * 

 and they meditate on his law day and night. 

3  They are like trees planted by streams of water, 

   bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 

 everything they do shall prosper. 

4  It is not so with the wicked; * 

 they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

5  Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 

 nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

6  For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, * 

 but the way of the wicked is doomed. 

 
THE SECOND READING         1 John 5:9-13 
 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God 

that he has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their 

hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony 

that God has given concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and 

this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does 

not have life. 
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I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that 

you have eternal life. 
 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God.  

 
SEQUENCE HYMN        The Head that Once was Crowned              Hymnal 483 
 

1  The head that once was crowned with thorns 

    is crowned with glory now: 

    a royal diadem adorns 

   the mighty victor’s brow. 
 

2  The highest place that heaven affords 

    is his, is his by right, 

    the King of kings, and Lord of lords, 

    and heaven’s eternal light. 
 

3  The joy of all who dwell above, 

    the joy of all below, 

    to whom he manifests his love  

    and grants his Name to know. 
 

4  To them the cross with all its shame, 

    with all its grace is given; 

    their name, an everlasting name; 

    their joy, the joy of heaven. 
 

5  They suffer with their Lord below; 

    they reign with him above, 

    their profit and their joy to know 

    the mystery of his love. 
 

6  The cross he bore is life and health, 

    though shame and death to him: 

    his people’s hope, his people’s wealth,  

    their everlasting theme. 

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel Proclamation                              John 17:6-19 
 

Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 

the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they 

know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have 

given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 

have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 

world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, 
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and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but 

they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you 

have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them 

in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the 

one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled.  
 

But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy 

made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 

because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you 

to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not 

belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 

truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes 

I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
THE SERMON                The Rev. Bertie Pearson  

 
THE NICENE CREED                  BCP 358 
 

We believe in one God, the Father,  

the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.          

 Through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  

 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

 He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

 and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION              BCP 360 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
Silence may be kept. 
 

Most merciful God,  

    we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,   

    by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

    we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

    have mercy on us and forgive us;  

    that we may delight in your will,  

    and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE                                                                              
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.   

And also with you.              

 
THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 

 

OFFERTORY                         Dr. David Polley  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING           Eucharistic Prayer D                                           BCP 372 
 

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father... 

 …acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing: 
 

THE SANCTUS                               Hymnal S-129 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

             heaven and earth are full of your glory.   

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We acclaim you, holy Lord...  

     ...this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 
 

We praise you, we bless you,  

we give thanks to you,  

and we pray to you, Lord our God. 



7 

 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness...  

    ...of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER          
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy name,  

     thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

     on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

    and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD                   BCP 364 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;   

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
THE FRACTION ANTHEM: Agnus Dei      Hymnal S-163 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER                                   BCP 365 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father,  

    you have graciously accepted us as living members  

    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  

    and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.   

Send us now into the world in peace,  

    and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you  

    with gladness and singleness of heart;  

    through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN                  See the Conqueror                          Hymnal 215 
 

1   See the Conqueror mounts in triumph; see the King in royal state,  

     Riding on the clouds, his chariot, to his heavenly palace gate! 

     Hark! The choirs of angel voices joyful alleluias sing, 

     And the portals high are lifted to receive their heavenly King. 
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2   He who on the cross did suffer, he who from the grave arose, 

     He has vanquished sin and Satan; he by death has spoiled his foes. 

     While he lifts his hands in blessing, he is parted from his friends; 

     While their eager eyes behold him, he upon the clouds ascends.  
 

3   Thou hast raised our human nature on the clouds to God’s right hand: 

     There we sit in heavenly places, there with thee in glory stand. 

     Jesus reigns, adored by angels; Man with God is on the throne; 

     Mighty Lord, in thine ascension, we by faith behold our own. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
  

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 
POSTLUDE             Dr. David Polley, organist 


