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GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH STANDING RULES 
 
 
 

Pursuant to Article VIII, Section 5 of the Bylaws of Grace Episcopal Church of Georgetown, Texas, 
signed by The Right Reverend C. Andrew Doyle, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas, on 
October 20, 2011, Standing Rules shall be maintained by the Vestry and shall contain the operating 
policies and procedures of the Parish. The Standing Rules shall be provided to the Congregation at 
least 10 days prior to the Annual Parish Meeting. Any changes made after the annual distribution of 
the Standing Rules will be provided to the Congregation within 30 days of said changes. 

 
Amendments to the Standing Rules may be made at any time by a majority of the Vestry; however, 
changes to those rules pertaining to the number and manner of electing Vestry members (Rules I and 
VIII) will not be effective until approved by a majority vote of the Parish at the next Annual Parish 
Meeting in accordance with Episcopal Diocese of Texas (hereinafter EDOT) Title III Canon 2 
Sections 2.1, 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4, Edition of Spring 2020 

 
The presiding officer shall have a copy of the current Standing Rules available at all Vestry and 
Parish meetings. All references in these Standing Rules to "he" or "him" or "his" shall be understood 
to include both male and female. 

 
When these Standing Rules require that the Congregation be provided with notice, the notice may 
be by electronic mail and/or by posting a notice on the bulletin board at both Grace Episcopal Church 
and Grace Episcopal Church West. When these Standing Rules require that any person or body be 
provided with notice in writing, electronic mail shall fulfill this requirement. 

 
When properly adopted, these Standing Rules supersede and replace the Standing Rules adopted by 
the Vestry on January 9, 2012. 

 

Adopted by Vestry: 12-17-2012 

 
  Rules II, III, IV, VI (deleted), VII and VIII changed and adopted by Vestry 11-16-2020 

Rules I & VIII Approved by Congregation on 1-13-2013 
Rule X Adopted by the Vestry on 8-19-13 
Change to Rule VIII (Eligibility to Vote) Adopted by Vestry on 12-16-2013 
Change to Rule VIII (Eligibility to Vote) Approved by Congregation on 1-12-2014 
Change to Rule IV (Vestry Organization) Adopted by the Vestry on 5-19-2014 
Change to Rule IV (Vestry Organization) Adopted by the Vestry on 1-21-2015 
Change to Rule IX (Gifts and Memorials) Adopted by the Vestry on 4-20-2015 
Change to Rule VIII (Nomination of Candidates) Adopted by the Vestry on 10-21-2015 
Change to Rule VIII (Nomination of Candidates) Approved by Congregation on 1-17-2016 



 

Rule I 
Number of Vestry Members 

 
There shall be nine members of the Vestry of Grace Episcopal Church, Georgetown, Texas. 

 
 

Rule II 
Parochial Requirement for Vestry Members and Council Delegates 

 
In addition to the requirements of EDOT Title III Canon 2 Section 2.1 through 2.2, candidates for 
Vestry and Council Delegate must have submitted a financial pledge to Grace Episcopal Church and 
maintain such pledge during his term of office. 

 

Rule III 
Duties and Responsibilities of Vestry Members 

 
Vestry members will maintain their financial pledge, be faithful in attendance at Sunday services, 
active in the ministries of the Church, and willing to undertake such projects and committee 
assignments as may be assigned by the Vestry and/or Rector. Attendance at Vestry meetings is 
required. Members must serve as Vestry Member of the Day at both Grace Episcopal Church and 
Grace Episcopal Church West as assigned. 

 
In accordance with EDOT Title III Canon 2, Section 2.2, a member of the Vestry may be removed by 
two-thirds vote of the whole membership, approved by the Rector, for conduct which may tend to 
bring reproach on the Church. Failure to maintain a pledge, failure to be regular in attendance at 
church and at meetings are considered grounds for removal. 

 
 

Rule IV 
Vestry Organization 

 
 

(a) The Rector shall have the sole right to select the Senior Warden from a member of the 
current Vestry. The Vestry shall elect the Junior Warden. 

 
(b) There shall be appointed by the Vestry a Committee on Finance, composed of two 

members of the Vestry. The Chair of the Committee may nominate to the Finance Committee 
additional members in good standing of GEC with expertise in matters of Insurance, Audit, and 
other financial matters.  Nominees, upon Vestry approval, would serve renewable one year terms on 
the Finance Committee.   The Committee will assume the responsibilities assigned by the Vestry. 
The Treasurer, while not a member of the Finance Committee, will serve in an advisory capacity. 

 
(c) This paragraph dealing with a Personnel Committee was deleted on 11-16-2020. 

 
(d) STANDING COMMITTEES The Vestry shall Constitute and reconstitute annually 

Standing Committees.  Those Standing Committees will be the MULTIPLE CAMPUS Standing 
Committee and the COLUMBARIUM Standing Committee.  Other Standing Committees shall be 
constituted as the need arises.   
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
MULTIPLE CAMPUS DEVELOPMENT STANDING COMMITTEE: 

 
The Vestry shall, in consultation with the Rector, annually recommission a Multiple Campus       
Development Committee.  The purpose of this committee shall be to focus on the physical and fiscal matters 
pertinent to the Parish functioning as one church with multiple campuses and within that focus, further 
development of all – current and future- campuses in the extension of the Gospel in the Georgetown area. 
 
This committee shall be chaired by the Rector, recommissioned each year, and shall always include at least 
one Vestry member and at least two members from the congregation. 
 

COLUMBARIUM STANDING COMMITTEE 
 

The Vestry shall, in consultation with the Rector, annually recommission a Columbarium Standing 
Committee to manage the property and affairs of the Columbarium located on the Grace Central property.  
Other more specific goals will be determined from time to time by the Rector and Vestry. 
 

 

Rule V 
Regular Vestry Meetings 

 
At the first regular meeting of the Vestry each January, the time and day of subsequent regular 
meetings shall be determined by the Rector and Vestry and published to the Congregation. 
 
 

Rule VI 
Parish Meeting for Election of Vestry Members and Delegates to Council. 

 
Delete this Rule in its entirety.  Elections will take place prior to the Annual Parish Meeting below. 

 
Rule VII  

Annual Parish Meeting 
 

Whenever possible, the Annual Parish Meeting shall be held on the third Sunday in January.  The 
format may be held either in person or electronically (Zoom, Webinar, or some other suitable 
method). 
 

Rule VIII 
Procedure for Nomination & Election of Vestry and Council Candidates 

 
Committee on Elections At its regularly scheduled meeting in October, the Vestry shall appoint at least 
two Vestry members and some number of non-vestry members as determined by the Vestry to serve as 
the Committee on Elections. The Vestry shall name a chairman for the committee. 

 
(a) Members of the Committee on Elections shall not allow their names or the names of members 

of their household, or members of the Rector's household, to be placed in nomination. 
 

(b) All members of the Committee on Elections shall pledge to maintain strictest confidentiality 
regarding the performance of their duties including the results of the voting. 



 

 

Nomination of Candidates 
 

(a) The Committee on Elections shall cause to be announced, via the Grace Newsletter and the 
E-Weekly or other media that nominations are being received and provide the appropriate instructions 
and forms to any who ask.  Upon receipt of a completed nomination form, the Committee on Elections 
will confirm the candidate's eligibility. As a part of the determination of a candidate's eligibility, the 
Committee on Elections shall adhere to the requirements that (1) no two members of the same 
household shall serve on the Vestry at the same time and (2) no two Vestry members shall be related 
by blood or marriage. If the Committee on Elections determines that a candidate does not meet the 
eligibility requirements that information will be forwarded to the Senior Warden for resolution in 
consultation with the Rector. The names of the nominees shall be sent to the Clerk of the Vestry no later 
than the end of the December Meeting of the Vestry. 

 
(b) During its regularly scheduled meeting in December, the Vestry shall certify the list of 

eligible candidates presented to the Clerk of the Vestry by the Committee on Elections. Following 
the December Vestry meeting, the Parish Administrator shall notify the Congregation of the 
candidates nominated. This notice to the Congregation shall include appropriate biographical 
information and be posted on the GEC Website, in the E-Weekly/Monthly and/or mailed to those 
parishioners that don’t have electronic access. 

 
(c) Nominations cannot be made at the annual meeting or in any manner other than as 

provided in this Section. 
 

Eligibility to Vote 
 

Eligibility to vote shall be governed by EDOT Title III Canon 2 Section 2.2. 
 

Ballots. At least three weeks prior to the date of the Annual Parish Meeting for election of Vestry 
and Delegates to Council, ballots will be sent in electronic form or by USPS Mail (if requested) to 
all enrolled communicants in good standing. Voting electronically, by mail, or in person must be 
accomplished no later than Noon of the Friday preceding the Annual Parish Meeting established in 
Rule VII. Upon receipt of mail in or in person ballots, the Parish Administrator will place the ballots 
unopened in a secure container. The container will be given to the Chair of the Committee on 
Elections on the Friday prior to the Annual Parish Meeting.  The results of the electronic voting will 
also be given to the Chair of the Committee on Elections on the Friday prior to the Annual Parish 
Meeting. 
 
Results of Voting 
 
At the declaration of the close of voting by the Rector or designee, the members of the Committee on 
Elections will gather and count the ballots. The results of the election will be certified by the Committee 
on Elections to the Rector and to the Junior Warden, in accordance with EDOT Title III Section 2.4.  
In addition, the results of the election will be given to the Senior Warden to be announced to the 
Congregation at the Annual Parish Meeting and as soon as possible thereafter by electronic means 
and posted on the bulletin boards at both locations.  
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Rule IX 
Gifts and Memorials 

 
No object intended as a permanent addition to the fabric of the church shall be accepted as a gift or 
memorial without the approval of the Rector and the Vestry, subject to such conditions as they may 
prescribe. No object intended as an addition to or for use within worship shall be accepted as a gift 
or memorial without the approval of the Rector, subject to such conditions as he may prescribe. All 
objects accepted as gifts or memorials may be altered, removed, or disposed of when deemed 
necessary or appropriate by the Vestry in agreement with the Rector. The names of the donors and 
of the persons memorialized by such gifts and memorials, any terms and conditions thereof and the 
dates of acceptance of the same shall be preserved in the permanent records of the Congregation. 
Specific procedures are contained in the Grace Episcopal Church Financial Manual. (Adopted by the 
Vestry on April 20, 2015) 

 
 
 

Rule X  
      Use of Images 
 

Grace Church may utilize photographs and/or electronic imaging of people involved in Church 
activities including publication on the Church website, to promote the Church, or for other lawful 
purposes. It is the responsibility of the project/ministry chair to obtain signed release forms prior to 
publication of images. A consent waiver form is available from the Parish Administrator who will 
maintain a file of signed waiver forms. Other than in the Church Directory, personal identification 
will not ordinarily accompany the images. Great care should be used to ensure that images of minors 
are not identifiable. A consent waiver by the Parent or Guardian must be on file for minors. (Adopted 
by the Vestry on August 19, 2013) 


